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SUNSET OR SUNRISE ON
LIBERTY?
The Current Crisis and the Opportunity of a New
Dawn for Liberty

"These are the times that try men's souls.
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of
his country; but he that stands it now,
deserves the love and thanks of man and
woman." --Thomas Paine

A few decades ago, one
of the national service
opportunities I pursued
required a battery of
examinations including a
comprehensive
personality profile. After
three days of
psychological tests, a
career profiler compiled
my assessment. In a later
interview with said
profiler, he looked at me
and declared with candor,
"You are crazy!"

That decree got no rise out of me. I have received that
appraisal numerous times, but he did put a fresh
perspective on it. He continued, "Not crazy in the
pathological sense, but crazy in that you are one of
very few people I have profiled who actually thrives
in the midst of crisis and conflict." Apparently, most
"normal people" try to avoid crisis and conflict. He
labeled my folder, "Warrior."

In light of this assessment and its outcome, my
penchant for what Sam Adams called "the animated

contest for freedom," I offer the following opinion
about the future of American Liberty.

On occasion I have been critical of Barack Hussein
Obama, a phony "community organizer" con man,
who, with the help of his Leftist puppeteers,
masterfully duped 69 million Americans into giving
him the most expensive public housing and benefits in
the nation.

I am most critical of this charlatan's political endeavor
to demolish free enterprise with a debt bomb, and
from the economic rubble, resurrect a transformed
USSA subject to tyrannical rule under the oppression
of Democratic Socialism.

Obama built his presidential campaign around the
"change" theme: "This is our moment, this is our time
to turn the page on the policies of the past, to offer a
new direction. We are fundamentally transforming the
United States of America."

His former White House Chief of Staff Rahm
Emanuel said infamously, "Never allow a crisis to go
to waste," which was the basis for Obama's assertion,
"this painful [economic] crisis provides us with an
opportunity to transform our economy to improve the
lives of ordinary people."

By no means will the full implementation of
Democratic Socialism "improve the lives of ordinary
people." As I have noted previously, Democratic
Socialism, like Nationalist Socialism, is nothing more
than Marxist Socialism repackaged. Likewise, it seeks
a centrally planned economy directed by a dominant-
party state that controls economic production by way
of taxation, regulation and income redistribution.

The success of Democrat Socialism depends upon
supplanting Essential Liberty -- the rights "endowed
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by our Creator" -- primarily by refuting such
endowment.

Indeed, Obama's mission is transformation, and
economic crisis is the horse he rode in on. It can also
be the horse that he and his socialist cadre are chased
out on.

Truth be told, I want to "fundamentally transform"
what our nation has become after years of incremental
encroachment upon Rule of Law by socialist
predators, the most brazen offender in history being
Obama. Indeed, I do not want the current economic
"crisis to go to waste," and see it as a great
opportunity to "change" our economy in such a way
as to improve the lives of all Americans.

Of course, the opportunity I see in the current crisis is
diametrically opposed to that which Obama and his
Leftist cadres envision. I see a new dawn for Liberty
on the horizon.

For all Patriots, steadfast in our devotion to Freedom,
the sun is rising on one of two options to preserve the
legacy of Liberty for this and future generations. The
first and more desirable option is the transformational
restoration of constitutional Rule of Law and the
second is the transformational reformation of
government, in fulfillment of Thomas Jefferson's
contention, "The tree of liberty must be refreshed
from time to time with the blood of patriots and
tyrants."

The current economic crisis, which manifested in
2006 with the surprisingly ubiquitous collapse in real
estate values and subsequent banking crisis, poses an
ominous threat to Liberty. The Obama administration
used the cover of this crisis to implement its so-called
"stimulus plan," which primarily stimulated the
growth of central government at an enormous cost.

The result was accelerated accumulation of crushing
national debt, now approaching $15 trillion, which
has placed our economy on a collision course with
catastrophic collapse, short of bold intervention.

The economic indicators foretelling that collision
abound.

The Commerce Department reports that the American
economy grew at an annualized rate of 1.8 percent in
the first quarter of 2011. (You might have missed that
report amid all the political campaigning over OBL's
demise.)

Home values fell three percent in the first quarter and
it is estimated that more than 28 percent of
homeowners now owe more than the value of their
property.

Energy and commodity costs are highly volatile, in
large measure due to abysmal domestic economic and
energy policies plus weak foreign policy. One way to
devalue outstanding debt is inflation, and there are
plenty of indicators that inflation is underway.

Imports are up and exports are down. The
International Monetary Fund estimates that China's
economy will surpass ours by 2016.

Unemployment inched back up to 9 percent last
month, but the "real" unemployment rate, those who
have given up the search and part-time workers
seeking full-time employment, is almost 16 percent.

More Americans are dependent upon government
assistance payouts than ever before. More than 18
percent of total personal income was redistributed in
the form of "government benefits." Almost one in
seven households receive Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance (food stamps).

The declining status of the U.S. dollar as the world's
safest fiat currency is a metaphor for the decline of
our standing as the world's beacon of liberty, the
decline of "American exceptionalism."

Having a good recollection of the Carter
administration, I invoke Yogi Berra's sentiment, "It is
like déjà vu all over again."

Despite the considerable barriers these indicators pose
to economic recovery, there is still time for a
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transformational restoration of constitutional Rule of
Law and the consequential rescaling of our central
government to comport with the limits placed upon it
by our Constitution. But as noted above, that will
require bold intervention, and it will require that a
majority of the members of Congress honor and abide
by their oath of office.

At present, there are outstanding plans on the table to
put prosperity over poverty, including the Republican
Study Committee Budget for FY 2012 and Heritage
Foundation's comprehensive plan to restore
prosperity.

House and Senate leaders are stepping out with bolder
propositions to cut government spending. As a
prerequisite to raising the national debt ceiling to
avoid default, Speaker John Boehner has drawn the
line, and may even hold it: "Without significant
spending cuts and reforms to reduce our debt, there
will be no debt limit increase, and the cuts should be
greater than the accompanying increase in debt
authority the president is given. We should be talking
about cuts of trillions, not just billions."

Conservative Senate leaders are calling for a Balanced
Budget Amendment as a condition to any agreement
on increasing the national debt limit.

Of course, Obama, the consummate socialist, trotted
out the class warfare card in response: "Their vision is
less about reducing the deficit than it is about
changing the basic social compact in America,
[pitting] children with autism or Down's syndrome
against every millionaire and billionaire in our
society."

Then, in his fatuous display of faux bipartisan, Obama
insisted the budget talks must "start by being honest
about what's causing our deficit."

Apparently, Obama thinks the budget deficit is caused
by a lack of government spending and regulation, as
he is proposing a lot more of both.

So, given the current crisis and the long odds against
the restoration of Rule of Law, would you concede
that this portends a Sunset or Sunrise on Liberty?

Call me crazy -- that profiler certainly did -- but I
clearly see a new dawn for Liberty, whether it be
transformational restoration of constitutional Rule of
Law or the transformational reformation of
government. Count me in for either option.

I believe, as did my mentor, President Ronald Reagan:
"America's best days are yet to come. Our proudest
moments are yet to be. Our most glorious
achievements are just ahead."

But I also know, as did he, that "Freedom is never
more than one generation away from extinction. We
didn't pass it on to our children in the bloodstream. It
must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them
to do the same, or one day we will spend our sunset
years telling our children and our children's children
what it was once like in the United States when men
were free."

That extinction will arrive only if we "shrink from the
service of our country," so as Paine also said, "If there
must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may
have peace."
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